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Pali Hill has high aspirational
value for the young, whether
they're renling or buying
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-RESH START From busmesses and consulates to the young and the spoilt, a
whole range of south Mumbai tribes is packing bags and moving to Bandra -
once a fishing village, now a fairground to live, work and party on

EUHRENT REA[ ESTATE RATES (RS / SD FT)

upmarket population have made Bandra
aspirational.”

[ BKC is the city’s new commereial
centre, Bandra West is its new lifestyle
destination. “Bandra has created a
clear idenlily for itsell — a buzzing
L00 Sk i cultural centre that atfracts the lifestyle
. | 25,000 “:"{f'ix ~— @ sceken” says Lodha,
5,000-60,000  Almeida P .éﬁ*gﬁ'?%‘ﬁ:‘-‘“* an Furrokh Regina, a business devel-

A '*'"'ﬁg”:sn:ﬂa'#}ﬁ LS el *i‘:-"t’i opment manager with Cullure and
e e H’“"u“ _ J-.,”-'r“__. darialt 'iﬂ‘f'h:l."'vil Relocatign, an agency that helps expats
P K. find flats and familiarises them with
Mumbai's culture, says: “Earlier, most
expats were located in Nariman Point
and Ballard Pier. Now, the majority of
them live in Bandra. One of Lhe main
reasons is the opening of the American
School and the Dhirubhai Ambani
School ut BEC"
“Apart from its new skyline, Bandra
also has gourmet, stores selling import-
ud ments "md chm:ﬂ&q lhui & ::puL:: u:nr.l

to pr ofer: With the Celebrate Bandra
festival, and o whole range of night-
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MUMBAL “Breach Candy is boring,”
drawls Emma de Decker, program-
ming executive at Blue Frog, the Lower
Parel nightelub, “Bandra is the party
Iﬂui‘t i

Which is why the 3l-vear-old Franch
expatriate moved, a year ago, from a
studio apartment in the tony South
Mumbai quarter to a one-bedroom flat
on Hill Road in Bandra, Also headed
to Bandra is the French Consulate,
which i= moving from Nariman Point
to the Bandra-Kurla Complex (BEC).

Onee seen only as an affordable alter-
native to staying in ‘town’, Bagdra has
emerged as the eity’s most aspirational
address — its new ‘lown’,

Owver the last decade, BRC — a mod.

ern, well laid oul business district at
Bandra (E) — has been the catalvst for
a siullscake exodus from south Mumbai
Lo Bandra. Both the British Deputy
High Commission and the American
Consulate have moved from Nariman
Point and Braach Candy respectively
ta BKC. Most recently, the French
Corssulate closed a deal for its new office
space in BE(Ms Woekhardt Towers,
“BEC is becoming the new city cen-
tre,” says Abhichek Lodha, director of

swimming pools on every floor,

And with thosa new buildings packed
into a much tighter space (han the wider
expanse of south Mumbai, demand, and
therefore, prices are rising,

While swank flats on south Mumbai's
Altamount Road — named the 10th
mosl expensive street in the world i

a 2008 survey by Waalth-Bulletin, a UK-
based news : agency —— vost RS 40,000

50,000 per sq ft, i v apartmentson
Bandra's Carter Road and Pali Fill are

EAT, SHOP, PARTY

Lodha (.u'ﬂﬂp And it's setting off a pig-
gybacking effect. “With BEC evolving
into the new ﬂmuu. it hub, the corpo-

rates are nlso headed Lo Bandra,” gavs

a close Rs 30.000-40,000 par sq fi.
And where purchase prices po, rentals

follow Fuelled by a continuaus eblband

flow of new restaurants, and ereative

clubs, restaurants and retail spaces,
they have a lol more to do here than
thay do in town,” Regina adds,

Da Decker says: “The expats in

BAGELS, CUPCAKES, SUSHI Neeraj Gorwani, director, Gorwani  and commercial spaces, rentals of plash ~ Breach Candy are mostly business-
Bandra's mulfitude of Builders. Rl P properties here are astronomical. Soe,  men wilh families, Bandra has a dif- = R SR : '
eateries offer a host of While south Mumbai is still home  such as Narain Terrsces and Kubelisque  ferent kind of expat — vounger and = (Top) Hill Road, Bandra's primary uhupping street; (centre) Bonobo, one of its
international goodies. The Eﬁn!d-nmney u_tduslnﬂj_mts suchas tj"!-* — both at Union Park — command  outgoing Most of my Indian and French newer restaurants, off Linking Road; (bottom): Bandstand - good for jogging,
new Ray's Pizzeria even faluz, Ambanis and Hll:h-'tﬂ, Bandrais  Rs12-15lakh as monthly rent. Mostare  friends live here” sea gazing or just plain hanging out with friends.
offers New-York style pizza aliracting Whﬁri: (Garwani ca I‘I.-.t the “new u;;v:u;ﬂyd all venr round, fod by Lhe surge And even hardeare townies are shift-
“ign v bytheslice. The Carter '-'”TPHI"HW cult”, He says: 1 hey repre-  of expats info Band.nf. 'y , ing base to the queen of the suburbs.  n't happen that eften in town. And  multitude of new restaurants in Bandra,
" Road stretch is a foodie's par- sent Lhe new generation of young entre- The Bandra-Worli sea link has sig-  College student, Bela M (who didn’t  everything is so convenient here, There  We have Lo take our game to the next
adise with menus that the preneurs and well-paid executiveslook-  nificantly improved connectivily  want herlast name used) and her fam-  are So many more places to shopand  leve g
fpab ! : o ! . p 1ap evel here,
range from dosas to donuts, lﬂéijlﬂ buy property in H:-'-nd;-a} R between the north und south of the  ily, who own a chain of city hotels, hang out at than in town."” Within the first few days of its launch,
Bandra has a serious reptita- andra, home to some of the city's  city, making Bandra akey node,"savs  recently moved to Linking Road after The Trident, which vpened in  the hotel saw 80 per cent occupancy,
o for craciing the getics of oldest gaothans (tracilional villages) Boman K Irani, MD of Imvstmw living in Colaba for morethan 20 vears.  December last year, is the first five-  explained by BKC's affluent
4/ the FRIENDLY NEIGHBOUR- and gottages, is also home  Reultors (Rustomjee), “With cor- Even though sheealls Colaba  star hotel st BKC, Visheshwarraj Singh,  eorporites and expats,
= HOOD PUB. From the iconic tosomeof the cityshest  porate houses moving here and home, Bela says South Mumbai  general manger, Trident BKC, savs:  and  Bollvwood's
Totos Garage Pub to the new new buildings, which  the opening ol high-end schools 15 “uptight” while Bandra is  “We find it more challenging to cater  swish =et from the
cozily chic Elbo Room, this ' -::-ffl:'r *‘;Peﬂucmﬂr‘ﬁﬂﬂ :“:’d 1“3'513“3_15 in BKC, com- “chilled out”, She says: “In  tothis crowd than our "wnmdn Point Bandra-Jubu
ol uf'a- sablo Views H']E] plavthings  bined with ils proximity to Bandra, peopleare moreeager  clientele. These are young, well-trav-  stretch,
to catch a drink and catch up meluding car decks, both the airports, rising to socialise and plans always  clled entrepreneurs with discerning The party
* with friends. The best part - sun decks and property prices and ils " seem to materinlise, which does-  taste, and spoilt for choice, given Lhe  continues,
you can walk in with shorts .
and slippers and you won't ralse an eyebrow, ' ‘ -
o Yo ) A our Colaba outlet, we get Expats love Bandra's new | Bandra's proximity to the
Boasts of an impressive ine-Up of branded lots of foreign tourists, but af  buildings, some of which have | airports and BKC and its
mmﬂmﬂmmﬁm&tsuﬁmEUK our Bandra bakery, we have triple apartments each witha | scenic promenades have made
00d for the whole Spectrir from street | many more expat customers plunge pool, swimming pool Bandra the preferred new
scolifing {o higirstreet shopping at Mango,  §88 R who live in the area, and gymnasium. lifestyle destination.
tﬁ',mm’ mmﬁm | KAINAZ MESSMAN FURROKH REGINA, business NEERAJ GORWANI,
owner, Theobroma bakery manager, Cufture and Relocations director, Gorwani builders

Aarefa Johari
B z2arelajobar #hindunt = ntimes. com
MUMBAL The traditional hot cross
buns symbolising Good 'riday
and the crucifixion of Jesus
nave heen eaten, and it's time
to whip up the Easter eggs.
For Powai resident Elsie
Gabriel, the large chocolate and
marzipan eggs representing
the resurrection of Christ are
the central focus of Easter
sSunday. She buys some from
the confectionery and bakes
some at home, decoraling them
with colourfyul icing saying
v H"'l'll,'l-'l.' Faster”,

“Easter is a spring festival
and the eges and choeolate bun-
ries, a favourite with children,
are a symbol of new life,” said
Crabriel, an enﬂ:irunmpnmlmt,
who complements these with
a breakfast of bacon and bread.

While egys can be spotted
oy every Easter table, Gabrisl
i8a North Indian Christian, and
her roasted chicken a |'Llﬂth
Wil ha et1ffed with come very

= Powai residant Elsie Gabriel and her family celebrated Easter last

year with chocolate and marzipan eggs.

vegetubles makeit to the table,
No such thing for the tradi-
tional Kerala Christinns, where
meat rules Lhe roost on Kaster.
- “After 40 days of abstain-
ing fram non-vegetarian food
during Lent, most Keralites
feast on everything from fish
and chicken to duck and pork,”
said Becky Chacko, a Navi
Mumbai teacher
She will make chicken stew

- e - P et el s

COURTESY: ELSIE GARRIEL

always a base ingredient,”

For East Indians, Goans and
Mangloraans, it's the chicken
vindaloos and pork sorpotels
that form the staple Faster cur
ries.

“liach community mixes the
spices differently for thesa com-
mon curries, but thev are a must,”
said Mahim home titor Nirmala
Alvares, who will cook the Lra-
ditional Mangulorean chicken
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1 CHANCE FOR
GBSE CLASS 9
POOR SCORERS

MUMBAL: (lazs 9 Central Board
of Secondary Education board
students, who have scored either
[l or E2 grade in any subject
in their final exams, will get
one opportunily Lo improve
their performance, a latest eir-
cular by the board states.

In a previous eircular, the
poard had said students will
gel five attempts. Class 10} stu
dents will still have five attempls.

"One chanee of improvement
of performance is 1o be given
preferably within one month
[rom the date of declaration of
the results,” said the circular,
The board had earlier said that
[rom this year it would not
declare students as having failed.
But students who will get El
and IN2 grades will not be con-
sidered eligible for Class 10,

“This 12 2=0mething like the
re-test that students had Lo
take to get promoted Lo the
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UGC chairman asks state to
open all teacher recruitment

OLD OR REVISED COURSE?

HT Correspondent

& htrmtra®hindustartimes oom

MUMBAL (n the annual convo-
cation day of (he University
of Mumbai, University
Lerants Commission (UGE)
Chairman Sukhadeo Thorat
said Maharashtra must
remove all restrictions on
teacher recruitment,

Currently, the state allows
only 50 per cent of open posts
to be filled forcing colleges to
recruil teachers on ad-hacand
contract basis,

“Our research shows that 50
per cent of colleges and 40 per
cent ol universities are fune-
Uoning with temporary teach
ars. Quality faculty is a eritical
alement of Lufhtr education
and Muharashtra should aspire
to reach the LIGC n_u:ﬂmmﬂﬂtﬁ

leacher-student mlm 'he said.
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= A constable dutah: BYS president hhhi]uat Panse hr mtastmn

at the convocation ceremany at Forl campus.

should al least inerease it eight
times."”

“The Sixth Pay Commission
has given teachers a good deal

and matehed the salaries of

PhD holdersto JIAS officers at
the entry level. | hope in
Maharashtra the same has been
lmpluumnlml he aldud The
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per cent of the student output
comes [rom thare.”

More than 1.6 lakh degrees
were conferred al the convo
cation, but only medal holders
and Loppers were awarded
degree certificates, Thisigthe
first time thal students will
have to collect their l.'l.?Il"E}ﬁ cates

= Studants taking their final-
year Commarce exams through
distance education can now opt
lor either the old syllebus or the
revised one, tha university said,
» The TYBcom axams will start
on April B,

degree cartificates despite the
delay in eonvocation.

The slogarn-shouting activists
wentup to the podium and dis-
Lributed leaflate hefore the
police rounded them ofl.

“The university does not have
a full time vice-chaneellor and
the additional V( does not have
power Lo take any decisions.
The prime minister talks of
guality education but the
Url"hill‘"-ll‘r of “vh'rnh'u is only
deteriorating,” said BVS pres-



